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IBC is Carrying Out Its Work in the Earthquake Zone at Full Capacity 

International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation (IBC) would like to extend our sincere condolences to all those 
affected by the earthquakes. IBC employees in the region are safe and accounted for, though some have lost family members 
and loved ones and saw their entire homes destroyed. Thank you to all who continue to mobilize and to the heroic efforts of the 
many search and rescue teams. Immense and continued cooperation is needed to prevent further loss of life and suffering.  
 
 

Elbistan / KAHRAMANMARAS 
 
 

1. Developments 

 
The effects of the 7.7 and 7.6 magnitude earthquakes in Kahramanmaras and the high-intensity aftershocks 
experienced thereafter continue. 
 
On Wednesday, 15 March, the earthquake region experienced yet another disaster when extreme rains resulted 
in widespread, devastating flooding in Adiyaman and Sanliurfa. Currently, it is known that 20 people have lost 
their lives due to the flood.   
 
Tent cities in the earthquake region were also in great danger due to the heavy rain. While some of the tent cities 
in Diyarbakir were evacuated, some streams overflowed and crevices formed in the roads in Malatya/ Dogansehir.  
 
In its latest statement, AFAD reported that the loss of life in the Kahramanmaras-centered earthquakes was 50 
thousand 96, and the number of injured was 107,204. 
 
Florence Bauer, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Regional Director for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, 
drew attention to the great destruction caused by the earthquakes that occurred in Türkiye on 6 February and 
called for international assistance. Noting that women are often the most affected group in crises and natural 
disasters, Bauer stated that approximately 160,000 pregnant women in the region are facing serious problems 
during pregnancy and childbirth due to damage to the health and medical infrastructure. 
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International Donors’ Conference 

 
 
Also this week, Sweden, the Term President of the European Commission and the Council of the European Union 
(EU) held the International Donors’ Conference in Brussels. Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson stated that 
approximately 7 billion Euros of aid will be committed the earthquake victims in both Türkiye and Syria. In the 
statement made by the EU Commission, it was noted that the amount committed for Türkiye, including grants 
and loans, is 6.05 billion euros. It has also been reported that 950 million Euros has been committed as a grant for 
the Syrian earthquake victims. 
 
In the statement, it was stated that reconstruction efforts will ensure compliance with international standards in 
construction for new buildings within the earthquake zones, while funds for Syria will support meeting 
humanitarian needs and pre-recovery. 
 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan attended the conference through the live link. Erdogan says "Our damage 
assessments are about to be completed. In 11 provinces in the earthquake zone, the number of demolished 
buildings has reached 298 thousand. According to our preliminary calculations, the cost of the destruction caused 
by the earthquake is approximately 104 billion. We had friends who shared the pain of our nation by sending a 
message or coming to our country in person. Aid from nearly 130 countries has reached our earthquake victims. 
36 field hospitals were established thanks to you, our dear friends, and contributed to the treatment of our 
wounded. I would like to express my gratitude to each of you on behalf of myself, my country, and my nation. In 
these difficult days, we will never forget the solidarity displayed by all our friends, institutions, member, and 
candidate countries, the European Union, the United Nations, and other international organizations." 
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A building to be demolished in Kirikhan /Hatay 

 
At the International Donors Conference held in Brussels, Belgium, the US Agency for International Development 
(USAID) also stated that an additional $50 million in emergency humanitarian aid was committed to help those 
affected by the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria. 
 

2. Humanitarian Needs, Gaps and Response  
 

 
Container City Construction in Islahiye/Gaziantep 

 
 

Adiyaman 
Approximately 36 thousand buildings in Adiyaman are heavily damaged. Life in the region continues with people 
living in tents. 
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Hatay 
Hatay suffered the biggest loss of life in the earthquakes. In the region where aftershocks are still occurring, the 
Hatay Governor's Office stated that building demolitions and debris removal efforts would continue in 16 
neighborhoods in the districts of Antakya and Defne. 
 

 
Demolition of damaged buildings in Hatay continues... 

 
 

Gaziantep 
Efforts are being taken to address the need for shelter in the region. Temporary shelters consisting of masonry 
structures, prefabricated, and containers are being set up for earthquake victims, especially in Nurdagi and Islahiye 
regions. The Ministry of Environment, Urbanization, and Climate Change made a statement for the region: "We will 
not only construct buildings in the earthquake zone, we will also establish living spaces that will reflect the spirit of 
that city. We will revive this geography with its history, culture, art and nature. We will build our 143 thousand 
village houses." 
 

Kahramanmaras 
The epicenter of earthquakes is trying to heal its wounds. According to official statements, nearly 3,500 containers 
have been made ready in the region so far. After the earthquake, serious damage occurred in the electricity, 
drinking water, sewerage, and telephone infrastructures of the city, and the repair work for this destruction 
continues. The flood disaster also affected Kahramanmaras and many tent cities were flooded, especially in 
Dogansehir region, with streams overflowing and serious damage occurring to roadways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ibc.org.tr/


WWW.IBC.ORG.TR 6 

Devastating Earthquakes in Southern Türkiye and North Syria 
INTERNATIONAL BLUE CRESCENT RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (IBC) 
March 23th 2023, Situation Report 18 

 

 

 
The remains of the building destroyed in the earthquake in Elbistan / Kahramanmaras 

 

Sanliurfa 
Sanliurfa surrendered to torrential rain after the earthquake. Roads and streets turned into a fast-flowing river 
and dozens of houses were flooded. Due to the water shortage after the flood, the Metropolitan Municipality 
said,  
 
“The water coming from the Ataturk Dam is muddy and 800 times higher than the normal analysis. Together with 
all our employees and in line with the decisions we took meticulously, we started working to clean the water taken 
from our drinking water treatment plant. We will try to provide drinking and utility water as soon as possible.” 

 

Syria 
In addition to the crisis it has been experiencing for 12 years, Syria is currently trying to recover from the damage 
caused by the earthquakes in which thousands of people lost their lives. 
 

 
Tent Camp in N. Syria – Aid delivered to earthquake victims in need by IBC staff 
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Current reports state that the earthquakes affected approximately 2.9 million people in the region and 302,500 
people were forced to leave their places of residence. Again, according to the latest data, approximately 6 
thousand people lost their lives. 
 
In its statement, the EU Commission stated that at the conference held on 20 March, it pledged 950 million euros 
as a grant to Syria. Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu made a speech at the conference and mentioned that the 
earthquakes affected 1.7 million Syrians living in 11 provinces of Türkiye. 

 

3. IBC in the Field 
International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation (IBC) continues emergency response across the 
earthquake zones in cooperation with AFAD, Turkish Red Crescent, local municipalities, governorships, councils, 
and the relevant and necessary stakeholders. For the earthquake response, IBC is operational and present at 
multiple sites located in seven provinces in Türkiye (Gaziantep, Hatay, Izmir, Kahramanmaras, Kilis, Malatya, 
Sanliurfa) and in the Aleppo governorate in Northwest Syria (5 camps in Al-Bab, multiple camps and villages in 
A’zaz including IBC’s pre-earthquakes established office).  
 
With an aim to use resources efficiently, IBC has agreed on protocols with all local governorates and coordinates 
all activities with AFAD, TRC, Directorate of Migration Management, and all other relevant and necessary 
stakeholders. Additionally, in line with the permission that IBC and all stakeholders must obtain to conduct 
psychosocial support (PSS) and related activities in the earthquake response, IBC’s mobile PSS team has been 
approved by the Ministry of Family and Social Services (MoSS) for all operational areas. Lastly, as assessments are 
ongoing, IBC is responsive to the needs in the whole earthquake region, including the cities to which survivors 
have been evacuated. 

 

Gaziantep 
This week, with the support of Caritas, MSF (Doctors Without Borders), and WHH, 1 truck of clean drinking water, 
12 mobile toilets, and 16 mobile showers were delivered to the villages in Gaziantep's Nurdagi district. 
 
Again, along with the needs assessments carried out regularly in the region, 400 food kits and 55 wood stoves 
were distributed to provide heating. In order to protect against fire hazards in the region, 300 fire extinguishers 
were delivered to the tent cams in the region. IBC has supported 2535 earthquake victims with all these 
distributions.  
 
With the support of GIZ, the activities continued this week in the children's caravan located in Gaziantep Nurdagi. 
Drama, origami, painting ) and sports activities were held for children in the tent cities. This week, 638 children 
were reached through educational and instructive activities. 
 

 
Workshops for children in the Child Caravan and tent camp (Nurdagi/Gaziantep) 
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In addition to these and with the support of Action Medeor, we have started to provide daily mobile health 
services for earthquake victims, covering the areas of Islahiye and Nurdagi. Although these services focus on 
health, they are prioritized as "life-saving" because they prevent secondary and tertiary risks. 

 

 
The first day of Ramadan in the container (Islahiye/Gaziantep) 

 

A mobile kitchen in the region became operational on the first day of Ramadan. 
 

Hatay 
Preparations have been completed for the construction of the Kirikhan Community Center in Hatay, where people 
in need can access many services such as food support / psycho-social support / and protection measures.  
 
The installation of activity/community tents in the area has begun. The Kirikhan container camp is built on an area 
of 34 decares to expand from 400 houses to several hundred houses more on 60 decares. The area will house an 
estimated 3000 people and provide access to electricity, water, and sanitation. 
 

 
The Kirikhan Container Camp 

 
IBC aims to establish a family health center in the region by complying with the demands of the district health 

http://www.ibc.org.tr/
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directorate and AFAD guidelines. 
 
In Hatay, the distribution of 500 food packages was completed this week in cooperation with IDRF.  
 
Moreover, representatives from Korea were hosted and preliminary meetings were held for the Korea & Turkey 
Friendship Village, which is planned to be operational soon.  

 

             
Visit of representatives from Korea to Kirikhan Container Camp for Korea and Turkey Friendship Village 

 

With the month of Ramadan, we started to distribute iftar and sahur meals at the mobile food bank in the region. 
 

Izmir 
In Türkiye, 330 thousand people from 11 provinces under the state of emergency were evacuated to other 
provinces.  
 
In this context, hundreds of thousands of earthquake survivors have migrated to Izmır in the past weeks and a 
cooperation protocol was signed for earthquake victims in accordance with the demands of AFAD and the 
Directorate of Migration Management. 
 

 
Air Force Special Education Center in Ozdere/Izmir 

 

Currently, IBC provides hot meals to those affected by the earthquake at the Air Force Special Education Center in 

http://www.ibc.org.tr/
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Ozdere, Izmir and TMO camp in Gumuldur, Izmir. 
 
Within the scope of the first agreement of the project, three hot meals a day are served, with a total surpassing 
35,000 meals. This week, with the support of GlobalGiving and Episcopal Relief, the centers distributed hot meals 
daily to approximately 850 people. 
 

Kilis 
IBC also carries out social cohesion and child-friendly space activities at the IBC Kilis Community Center, which is an 
established and important center for the region since 2011.  
In addition, IBC Kilis Community Center serves as the main center for IBC coordination, including cross-border 
projects.  
 
More than 500,000 meals have been served in the region so far. This week, IDRF, one of our donor institutions, also 
visited our center in Kilis, and meetings were held for the coordination of the upcoming projects slated to begin in 
the coming days. 
 

Malatya 
An IBC child-friendly area and PSS services have begun in Malatya Dogansehir with the support of GIZ. 
 
In addition, our child-wellness teams continue their activities in the region for children affected by the earthquake. 
Stationery kits were distributed to 400 children in container cities in the Malatya Dogansehir district this week. 
 

 
Stationery kits distributed to children in Dogansehir/Malatya 

 

 

Sanliurfa 
IBC is meeting one of the most urgent needs in the field by providing psycho-social support services in Sanliurfa. 
 
With the permission of the Ministry of Family and Social Services, our field team, consisting of clinical 
psychologists, caseworkers, a social compliance officer, a logistics officer, and a translator from our GIZ MHPSS 
project, performs needs assessments in the projects carried out under the coordination of the Metropolitan 
Municipality in Sanliurfa, as well as, in tent cities. It also plays games with children and provides psychological 
first-aid support to adults. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ibc.org.tr/


WWW.IBC.ORG.TR 11 

Devastating Earthquakes in Southern Türkiye and North Syria 
INTERNATIONAL BLUE CRESCENT RELIEF AND DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION (IBC) 
March 23th 2023, Situation Report 18 

 

 

 

Kahramanmaras 
This week, in cooperation with IDRF, 100 women, baby and family hygiene kits were distributed, 3000 children's 
food parcels and 400 family food parcels were distributed. 
 
2 tents and 6 containers have been installed in the region, and the containers have been delivered to the disabled 
families under the coordination of the Elbistan District Governorate. 
 

 
Families with disabled people in their families were placed in containers 

 
Also in Elbistan, during the month of Ramadan, sahur packages will be distributed to 500 people for 1 month. 
 
At the same time this week, preparations for the mother-child care center project to be carried out in cooperation 
with the Japanese International Organization and the International Blue Crescent Foundation have begun. 
 
This week, a total of 3,730 earthquake victims were supported in the region. 
 

 
Workshops for children in a tent camp in Elbistan/ Kahramanmaras 
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Diyarbakir 
In the past weeks, we distributed hot meals to 500 people as part of the GIZ Earthquake Emergency Support with 
the Diyarbakir-based Smile to Life Association, to which we provided mentoring support within the scope of the 
GIZ CLIP project. We will continue to support the region with hot meals for the next 2 months. 
 
 

Adiyaman 
With the support of WHH, preparations were made for the distribution of 500 tents to those in need. Planning for 
the distribution of 500 hygiene and 500 food packages has been completed. In this process, the goal was to identify 
those in need and deliver requested goods in a timely manner, with case management support. 

 
 

N. Syria 
IBC Syria team continued to visit tent camps in the region this week as part of the mobile clinic project (Al Hadath 
Camp, Sosnbat Camp, Tadiff Village and Tadif Camp). A total of 860 people were reached this week in the camps 
visited by community health teams. 
 
In addition, IBC’s work continues at the Dabiq health center where services were provided for 1,134 patients this 
week. Medicines and medical consumables were shipped from Turkey to the region. 20 patients were transferred 
to hospitals by IBC ambulances.  
 
 

 
Health Center and Ambulance Services in Dabiq 

 
 

In addition, work continues at the Dabiq health center. We provided services for 878 patients this week. 
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Hygiene kits were distributed in 3 camps in N. Syria with the support of Action Medeor. 

 

 
This week, with the support of Action Medeor, hygiene kits were distributed to 1000 families in 3 camps affected 
by the earthquake. 

 

 
Hygiene kits were distributed in 3 camps in N. Syria with the support of Action Medeor. 

 

 
This week, 1738 with support from MSF, we provided access to 6000 beneficiaries with the support of Action 
Medeor. 
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4. International Blue Crescent Foundation Earthquake Relief Projects in Numbers; 
 

With Action Medeor in Türkiye, the following activities and distributions were carried out mainly in Hatay/Kirikhan 
and Gaziantep/Nurdagi and in N. Syria. 
 

General Summary of IBC’s Earthquake Response Ongoing Actions and Impact 
 

 1,250 Hot Meals in Kilis / 678 food packages in N. Syria (for 1,250 people)  

 5,964 Hand Warmers -Chauffrettes - (5428 in Türkiye / 536 in N. Syria) 

 2087 Sleeping bags for Adults and Children, weather-proof (1472 in Türkiye / 615 in N. Syria)  

 5295 Disposable hygiene cleaning fiber for self-care (4481 in Türkiye / 814 in N. Syria) 

 Winter clothes (coats, boots, socks) for 500 children (360 in Türkiye / 140 in N. Syria)  

 500 Tent tarpaulins (400 in Türkiye / 100 in N. Syria) 

 2339 packages child sanitary pad/diaper (1520 in Türkiye / 819 in N. Syria)  

 2250 packs of child sanitary napkins/wipes (1635 in Türkiye / N. Syria)  

 2265 units of baby foods (1550 in Türkiye / 715 in N. Syria) 

 2357 packages of hygiene kits consisting of detergent, personal wet care towels, disinfectant & hygiene materials 

(1433 in Türkiye / 924 in N. Syria) 

 400 tent type stoves with pipes and other parts (320 in Türkiye / 80 in N. Syria) 

 With mobile health services, 823 people were reached in Islahiye and Nurdagi / Gaziantep. 

 
 
With support from multiple generous donors and coordination with local officials, IBC completed; 

 

 Hot meals and daily soup distribution in Kilis- in the region, where 24,000 meals are distributed every day: 

500,000 meals have been distributed so far 

 In addition, 20,000 hot meals have been served to earthquake evacuees in Ozdere / Izmir  

 200 tent materials and dozens of hygiene packages distributed in Antakya / Hatay 

 In the last week, distribution of 82 stoves, 80 sleeping bags, 32 blankets to three villages of Kirikhan / Hatay: 

Alaybeyli (20 stoves), Torum (50 stoves), Cataltepe (12 stoves) 

 4,000 blankets to Gaziantep 

 Support to Sanliurfa Municipality Halk Ekmek with flour and bread distribution to over 50,000 people support to 

Sanliurfa Municipality Exhibition Center housing 9,000 people, including baby food and diapers, sandwiches and 

soup ingredients and volunteers for food preparation, blankets 

 PSS and Social Cohesion activities support to 200 children every day in coordination with the Sanliurfa 

Municipality Ahmet Yesevi Youth Center educational and mental health activities 

 2 Child Caravans established (1 in Islahiye-Nurdagi / Gaziantep and 1 in Dogansehir / Malatya)  

 Child-friendly spaces established in Gaziantep, Kahramanmaras, Kilis, Sanliurfa 

 108 mobile toilets and 24 showers to the region, including 12 portable toilets in Nurdagi / Gaziantep this past 

week 

 Nearly 100 tents, 10,000 blankets, winter clothes, bedding, cleaning materials and hygiene parcels distributed in 

N. Syria 

 A total of 6500 beneficiaries were supported in the works carried out in Malatya / Dogansehir, Kahramanmaras 

/ Elbistan, Kilis, Islahiye and Nurdagi. 
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Upcoming Projects to be Started in the Coming Days 
 

 While our activities and distributions continue in Hatay, Kilis, Kahramanmaras and Diyarbakir within the scope 
of the earthquake emergency aid project with the GIZ, 1300 children's clothes, 2000 blankets, 2000 hygiene 
packages, 4000 baby kits will be distributed in the project provinces. 

 

 
 With IDRF, who visited our sites in Kilis, Islahiye, Hatay and Kahramanmaras and the places where the project 

activities will be implemented, we will provide iftar and sahur as a Solidarity Dinner to people and families living 
in tents and container cities affected by the earthquake during the month of Ramadan. In addition, Ramadan 
food parcels will be distributed in order to meet the needs of the increasing household population, especially 
in rural areas, with the citizens affected by the earthquake taking shelter with their relatives. The distribution 
of food parcels, which will be 2300 units in the first stage, will be increased to 5000 in total. In our child-friendly 
areas established in Kahramanmaras Elbistan, Gaziantep Islahiye and Nurdagi, stationery sets containing 
materials such as picture books, colored pencils, notebooks, pencils and erasers would be distributed to 
children who were away from education due to the earthquake. In the Container Cities established in 
Kahramanmaras Elbistan and Hatay Kirikhan, solar powered projectors and gas cylinder will be distributed to 
facilitate the daily work of families living in containers. Hygiene packages, baby care sets and hot meal services 
will continue in the coming days. 

 
 

 We will expand our work in Hatay with Caritas, which we have been working with since the first days of the 
earthquake. With Caritas, we have distributed 800 feminine hygiene packages, 800 family hygiene boxes, 500 
children's and adult clothing, and 500 tarpaulins. IBC will expand our Mobile Toilet and Mobile Shower Cabin 
services in Hatay Container Kent. The new mobile toilet units will also have a separate toilet for the disabled. 

 
 

 Within the scope of the project we carried out with IMC, we provided 3 trucks of carboy drinking water to 
people living in tent cities. In the coming days, 750 feminine hygiene packages, 750 family hygiene packages, 
1300 children's and adult clothes, 400 dry food boxes, and 5000 children's nutrition packages will be distributed. 
Within the scope of our project, we will cooperate with Islahiye State Hospital and provide medical supplies 
such as neck braces, arm cuffs, and crutches to individuals who need physical therapy. The earthquakes 
response is still evolving. Medical and general evacuations continue to take place, albeit at a slow. 

 
 
 

Meetings 
 

 UN OCHA Shelter Cluster Meetings  
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The earthquakes response is still evolving. Medical and general evacuations continue to take place, albeit at a 
slower pace. Shelter/tents, thermal clothing, sleeping bags, heat, water, power supply, and baby care kits are still 
urgently needed. The damage done to roads and infrastructure has made many areas simply unlivable, the 
multiple earthquakes and over 7,000 aftershocks that continue have caused significant damage to the villages and 
rural areas in addition to urban areas. 
 
 
As personnel on the ground are tasked with recovering the deceased and evaluating structural damage, the relief 
efforts to meet the hundreds of thousands of displaced residents must continue to be scaled up, especially for the 
most vulnerable women, children, elderly, persons with disabilities, and persons facing protection issues due to 
legal status in Türkiye. IBC will keep all partners and potential donors appraised of the current situation regularly.

IBC would like to thank its generous partners, donors, and their networks so far 

who have allowed us to respond urgently to this devastation that has shaken the 

region to its core. 

BRIDGE 
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We ask our partners and international civil society members to help us in these tragic days so that 
together we may overcome the suffering of our people. Please, do not forget about us. 

 

 
 

For urgent information and to help, you can reach: 
 

 

 
 

 

   IBC Earthquake Photos Updated Daily: 

https://bit.ly/3ZjSFx8 
 

   Kirikhan/Hatay Container Home Camp Photos: 

https://bit.ly/3m12XUT 
 

   Donate to Help Earthquake Victims via IBC at GlobalGiving: 
http://goto.gg/58539 
 
 

To follow our work, visit our website: WWW.IBC.ORG.TR or follow us on… 
 

@ibc_tr 

@ibctr 

IBC Uluslararası Mavi Hilal 

IBC Uluslararası Mavi Hilal Vakfı 

International Blue Crecent (IBC) 

Muzaffer Baca 
Vice President 
+90 532 2344229 

mbaca@ibc.org.tr 

Alper Mavi 
IBC Regional Coordinator 
+90 538 5159806 
alper.mavi@ibc.org.tr 

Amber Çakar  
Grants and Partnerships 
Manager 
acakar@ibc.org.tr 
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