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Türkiye-Syria Earthquakes: 7,000 Aftershocks in, Response is on 
 

International Blue Crescent Relief and Development Foundation would like to extend our sincere condolences to all those affected by the 
earthquakes last week. IBC employees in the region are safe and accounted for, though some have lost family members and loved ones 
and saw their entire homes destroyed. Thank you to all who are mobilizing and to the heroic search and rescue teams on the ground. 
Immense and continued cooperation is needed to prevent further loss of life and suffering. 

 
IBC Field Staff walks through a tent camp in Gaziantep 

 

1. Developments 

Familiar scenes of chaos and panic have given way to eerily quiet streets in the city of Hatay, Türkiye. 
Few people remain except emergency responders and rescue workers who are again digging people 
out of the rubble following the most recent earthquake to strike the area, a 6.4-magnitude tremor 
that occurred on 20 February at 8:04 pm in Defne, a district of Hatay. The quake comes just two 
weeks after the calamitous double earthquakes that struck in quick succession on 6 February near 
the cities of Gaziantep and Kahramanmaraş, affecting 10 provinces and killing more than 47,000 
people in both Türkiye and Syria.1 Thousands more are missing.  
 
The latest earthquake in Defne, Hatay resulted in 8 deaths, a number relatively low due to prior 
evacuations following the earlier quakes.2 The Minister of Health, Dr. Fahrettin Koca, has stated that 
294 people have been injured, 18 of them gravely wounded. Buildings damaged by previous seismic 

 
1 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/Türkiye-offers-economic-support-earthquake-zone-2023-02-
22/  
2 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/21/death-toll-from-latest-earthquakes-in-Türkiye  

https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-offers-economic-support-earthquake-zone-2023-02-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-offers-economic-support-earthquake-zone-2023-02-22/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/feb/21/death-toll-from-latest-earthquakes-in-turkey
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activity have collapsed and AFAD, Türkiye’s Ministry of Interior Disaster and Emergency 
Management Presidency, have issued warnings against falling debris. Those present during the 
recent quake reported panic and intense fear amongst people already traumatized by the previous 
disasters. In a mass exodus Monday night, an estimated 600 people arrived seeking shelter in the 
city of Adana, roughly 200 kilometers to the south.3  

 
Turkish authorities and civil society now work to improve the conditions of the millions of people 
rendered homeless by the earthquakes. The Urbanization Minister of Türkiye said 156,000 buildings 
and more than 500,000 apartments were destroyed or severely damaged by the earthquake.4 Those 
who remain in the area sleep in camps, cars, and temporary shelters. To accommodate survivors, 
AFAD states that 300,809 tents have been set up in the region. Other policy changes in response to 
the earthquake include newly enacted rent payment plans and a temporary wage support scheme, 
which began on Wednesday. Moreover, the government has banned layoffs in 10 cities to protect 
workers and businesses from the financial impact of the quakes. 
 

 
Kahramanmaras 

 

On 22 February, EU officials met with the Foreign Minister of Türkiye in the capital Ankara to renew 
the EU’s commitment to helping Türkiye rebuild. While the EU has initially donated 5.5 million euros 
to Türkiye, they are now organizing a donors’ conference to mobilize the international community. 
Economists have said rebuilding could cost Türkiye up to $100 billion and shave one to two 
percentage points off growth this year.5 However, the President of Türkiye has said Türkiye will begin 
constructing more than 200,000 homes as early as March in areas devastated by the earthquakes 

 
3 https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64711228  
4 https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/Türkiye-offers-economic-support-earthquake-zone-2023-02-
22/  
5 Ibid 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-64711228
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-offers-economic-support-earthquake-zone-2023-02-22/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/turkey-offers-economic-support-earthquake-zone-2023-02-22/
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and complete the process within one year. This promise comes amongst growing calls for authorities 
to guarantee safe housing as a human right. 
 
In Syria, weakened buildings collapsed resulting in more deaths and injuries. The White Helmets, 
northwest Syria’s civil defense organization, report 190 people suffered injuries due to buildings 
collapsing. Fortunately, there are no new reports of people trapped under the rubble. However, The 
Syrian American Medical Society (SAMS) said five hospitals it supports in northwest Syria received 
several people who had sustained minor injuries from debris falling on them.6 The 20 February 
earthquake renewed terror in survivors, many of whom panicked and jumped from balconies. The 
overwhelming fear resulted in several deaths and heart attacks brought on by severe stress. 
 
Dr. Tahsin Cinar, a representative of the Turkish Medical Association, said earthquake survivors need 
serious help, “They feel so alone, so deserted, and very anxious. Even a small tremor leads to a big 
anxious reaction.”7 Reports of increasing psychological trauma, depression and the stress that 
comes with a lack of safe housing, winter weather and a pause in normal life are coming in from 
medical personnel, emphasizing the need for urgent psychological support.8 

 

2. IBC in the Field 

Emergency relief efforts have begun in the provinces affected by the earthquake including Hatay, 
Gaziantep (Islahiye, Nurdagi), Şanlıurfa, Adıyaman, Malatya, Kahramanmaraş, Diyarbakır. The 
ground has been leveled and prepared for the construction of the Kirikhan Community Center in 
Hatay where beneficiaries will be able to access a host of services ranging from food and basic needs 
to psychosocial support and protection measures. The installation of tents in the area has begun. 
Plans for the Kirikhan container home camp have been begun with talks underway to expand the 
camp from 400 homes set on 34 acres to several hundred homes across 60 acres. The area has been 
leveled and prepared for the installation of the tiny houses. These homes will shelter an estimated 
3000 people and provide access to electricity, water, and sanitation. IBC was honored to host 
colleagues and partners this past week along with esteemed officials from the local municipality at 
the site of our operations in Kirikhan. 
 

    
IBC conducted needs assessments with partner Corus International & briefed Corus on Kirikhan developments 

 
6 https://www.dailysabah.com/world/syrian-crisis/over-470-injured-in-syria-following-new-quakes-in-
Türkiye/amp  
7 https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/Türkiye-syria-face-more-loss-after-latest-earthquake  
8 Ibid 

https://www.dailysabah.com/world/syrian-crisis/over-470-injured-in-syria-following-new-quakes-in-turkiye/amp
https://www.dailysabah.com/world/syrian-crisis/over-470-injured-in-syria-following-new-quakes-in-turkiye/amp
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/turkey-syria-face-more-loss-after-latest-earthquake
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                 Preparing Container Homes              IBC Vice President Muzaffer Baca & team visit Kahrmanmaras and Malatya 
 
 

IBC also continues its work in Şanlıurfa and Kilis field sites where we have organized the distribution 
of blankets, hygiene packets, and hot meals. An important service IBC offers in the field is emergency 
psychological first aid. By mobilizing our team, IBC has started a needs analysis in Şanlıurfa, 
Gaziantep, Kilis and Hatay. Findings indicate that humanitarian aid has reached city centers more 
quickly due to logistics routes and facilities, leaving gaps in rural, harder to access areas. 
 

 

 
IBC - Preparing the Kirikhan Container House Camp Project Site 

 

As such, IBC is directing resources to the districts and rural settlements, which have been largely 
overlooked and excluded from media coverage but yet are highly populated and suffering from large 
scale devastation. 
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IBC Community Center Tent set-up in Kirikhan 

 
IBC’s mobile team consisting of social workers, clinical psychologists, and translators (Arabic), 
continue to work tirelessly as they have since day one. In addition to these services, IBC has 
supported approximately 50 thousand people in accessing basic needs: blankets, hot food, food 
packs, flour for bread, hygiene packages, and baby care items (diapers, baby food, formula, and 
bottles). 
 

    
 Hot soup and meals distribution continues at IBC Kilis Community Center with partners IDRF and WHH 
 

With an aim to use resources efficiently, IBC has met and submitted protocols with the area 
governorates of Elbistan/Kahramanmaraş, Doğanşehir/Malatya, Nurdağı/Gaziantep, 
İslahiye/Gaziantep, Kırıkhan/Hatay to work in container and tent cities where earthquake victims 
will be constantly sheltered. These locations are both severely affected by the earthquakes and 
logistically important transportation points. 
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       IBC Mobile Food Bank Delivers Food         Critical Delivery of Water Arrives 

 
In every location of operation IBC offers a child-friendly area (tent or caravan), mental health and 
psychosocial support services, hygiene kit and food distribution and services for people with special 
needs and IBC has the special permission required from the Ministry of Family and Social Services to 
carry these activities out. We have also identified areas to which we will deploy our mobile kitchens. 
IBC has employed cooks and assistant cooks to prepare and serve hot food to the people living in 
Hatay, Elbistan/Kahramanmaras, and İslahiye/Gaziantep. We have started preparations for hot food 
support in Hatay, as well as in Gaziantep (İslahiye and Nurdagi). 
 

   
IBC Child Caravan accepted donations this week and was repurposed from Istanbul to Dogansehir/Malatya 

 
Further, IBC will establish a physiotherapy center in İslahiye to care for local patients in the İslahiye 
and Nurdagi districts. The goal is to provide and support the treatment of those injured in the 
earthquakes. Those who need care in a private hospital will be able to secure financial support from 
IBC. Transportation services to local hospitals for patients with special needs will begin in early 
March. 
 
Coordination is at the heart of the earthquakes response and IBC participates daily at local, regional, 
national, and global levels. On Monday, the 20th of February, IBC Programs Director Nalan Üker was 
invited to present at a special GIZ Support to Refugees and Host Communities (SRHC) Cluster9 
meeting held in Ankara. 

 
9 https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/low-res_srhc_external_brochure_EN_231018_v3.pdf; For more 
information, contact: nalanuker@ibc.org.tr  

https://www.giz.de/en/downloads/low-res_srhc_external_brochure_EN_231018_v3.pdf
mailto:nalanuker@ibc.org.tr
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IBC was recognized as one of the leading Turkish NGOs in coordinated multi-agency response by GIZ in Ankara 

 
The event was aimed at a comprehensive sectoral approach, which considers new circumstances in 
the aftermath of the major earthquakes in Türkiye and Syria. The meeting was followed by a 
workshop on the interventions of the cluster. IBC was one of the leading Turkish NGOs in the 
workshop recognized for our important work in coordinating multi-agency response to reduce the 
impact of disaster and exchange inputs in an effort to triage and affect early recovery. 
 

     
IBC Teams in Sanliurfa with partner IDRF and in Kahramanmaras for coordination with local officials  

 
IBC was also present at a number of meetings held by the Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). In the Food Security and Livelihoods OCHA meeting on Monday, 20 
February, the use of a new emergency response tracking system was discussed. It was noted that of 
41 responding partners, 338,944 beneficiaries were reached with ready-to-eat rations of dry food in 
Northwest Syria. Further, 10 partners have reached over 451,788 people through the distribution of 
free bread. In the Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) OCHA meeting, it was reported that in 70 
reception centers across Northwestern Syria, 31,800 internally displaced persons were accepted, 
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despite their gaps in WASH services. It is noted that people are sharing the locations of latrines, 
water tanks, and hygiene kits via WhatsApp. The Health OCHA meeting also shared valuable 
information on the effort to prevent the spread of infectious disease amongst people held in 
overcrowded reception centers and the distribution of medical services in the region.  
 

    
Mobile Clinic support from Action Medeor – Support to Rural areas – Food & Basic Needs support from Muslim Charity 

 
IBC also attended thematic meetings held by the Northwest Syria NGO Forum. Of particular concern 
in the Compliance and Advocacy Working Group meeting was the duty of care organizations have 
for their employees. This comes following the tragic loss of so many people in the humanitarian 
sector who were killed by the disaster of the earthquakes. As a member, IBC attended the General 
Assembly meeting of the forum, as well. The Monitoring, Evaluation, Accountability and Learning 
ad-hoc meeting discussed strategies for implementing assessments during crisis and provided 
support for colleagues working through this difficult time. IBC also was an invited participant of the 
Accountability to Affected People (AAP) meeting this week which detailed the need to provide 
information and services through alternative channels of communication, such as via community 
leaders or face-to-face discussion as telecommunication networks have been disrupted in the area 
and literacy challenges make more traditional forms of communication difficult. The need to provide 
information on how to access services and safety in the languages of vulnerable people was also 
underlined, urging participants to include informational materials for dissemination in Kurdish in 
addition to the other local languages provided.  
 

3. Needs Update 
 

In the coming weeks, the most important needs will be container homes, coal/wood, medical 
equipment, psycho-social support, physiotherapy treatment, transportation, and dry food. We 
expect that special support programs will be needed, especially in rural areas. 
 
After Antakya, which is the central district of Hatay, Kirikhan is the district with the most destruction 
and death from the first two earthquakes. IBC Field Staff in Hatay commented that even the debris 
removal operations had just barely begun. We will continue to work 24/7 to provide relief efforts in 
the hard-hit province of Hatay and surrounding areas. In response to the 6.4-magnitude earthquake 
and continued sizable aftershocks on February 20th centering Hatay, IBC put out an emergency call 
for specific support to provide for the hardest hit areas. IBC has been active in Kirikhan and Antakya 
while developing longer-term programs there. At this time, IBC continues to seek urgent support 
for the procurement, purchase, and distribution of: 
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Urgent Shelter & Winter Needs10  
• Heaters for the tents: $100 USD each 

• Sleeping Bag: $25 USD 
• Blankets & Winter Clothing-Blanket: $12 USD 

• Winter coat, boots, socks for kids: $32 USD 

• Winter coat, boots, sock for adults: $60 USD 
• Bedding: 90x190cm bed: $115 USD 

• Pillow: $8 USD / Quilt: $16 USD / Bed set-single: $16 USD 
Hygiene & Sanitary Kits (for children/adults); Diapers, Food, Blankets, Basic needs packs 

• Baby care kits (including baby diapers): $7-8 USD 
• Wet wipes (120 in package): $1-1.50 USD 
• Pacifier: $1.50 – 1.80 USD 
• Feeding Bottle: $4.50 USD; potentially on backstock 
• Diaper Rash Cream: $3 USD; potentially on backstock 
• Power banks-8000 MAH POWERBANK: $11 USD 

Drinkable water, canned & other food 

• Canned food: $2.50 USD 

• Drinkable water: $0.50 USD 

• Baby Food (in the jar): $1.50-$2 USD / Baby Formula (powdered): $16.50 USD; on backstock 

• Wheat for Bread Production: $32 USD/50KG 
 
For earthquake survivors, IBC is working tirelessly to provide food, water, shelter, warmth, and 
essential needs. Headquarters staff, in concert with global partners, are mobilizing flows of vitally 
important medical supplies, food, hygiene kits, and basic needs equipment to fulfill the needs of the 
earthquake victims. Personnel on the ground continue to operate crucial, lifesaving operations while 
plans to expand and intensify activities are finalized. For now, IBC Kilis Community Center continues 
to serve as a major hub for coordination and relief efforts, including for cross-border response into 
Syria.  
 

   
IBC Vice President Muzaffer Baca and Cross-Border Programs Manager Dr. Muhammed Assaf speak with TRC in Kilis 

 
 
 

 
10 Prices may vary 
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4. General Summary of IBC’s Ongoing Actions 
 

• Daily hot meal distribution in Kilis, 6,000 meals 3x/day 

• Hot meal and blankets distribution started in NWS- in total 40,000 including 20,000 in 
Türkiye and 20,000 in NWS 

• Establishing hot meal and food parcel distribution center in Hatay 

• Delivered 4,000 thermal blankets to Gaziantep 

• Provide wheat flour to Sanliurfa Municipality Halk Ekmek, distribute bread freely 

• Establishing a shelter center of 200 prefabricated components in Hatay and 
Kahramanmaras and undertake all needs 

• Support municipality in Sanliurfa for shelter housing 9,000 people; deliver baby food and 
diapers, sandwiches, blankets 

       
            

IBC Activities in development in Türkiye (Multiple Locations): 

• IBC plans to be operational at Kilis, Sanliurfa Center, Maraş Center/Elbistan, Islahiye and 
Nurdağ/Gaziantep and 2 locations in Hatay Center and Kirikhan to be determined later in 
contact with local authorities 

• In addition to community center tents already set up in Kilis and Sanliurfa, IBC will also 
establish in Kirikhan/Hatay, Elbistan/Kahramanmaraş, and Nurdagi and Islahiye Gaziantep, four 
community centers initial plan to run for 6 months 

o From each center, daily food, hygiene materials, blankets and hot meals for 1,000 
people will be distributed 

• Mobile teams of five staff are in five cities in Karahmanmaras, Gaziantep, Kilis, Hatay, Sanliurfa 
are continuing assessment for more programs 
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• IBC plans to establish prefabricated camps around the four community centers units of 100 
prefab houses with all sanitation and other facilities with a potential to expand to 500 houses 
and run them for at least six months 

• Immediate distribution of relief items in Hatay (blanket, food, hygiene, etc. to be decided by 
IBC according to ongoing assessments) 

• Hot-meal distribution in Kilis IBC Community Center, Sanliurfa Community Center that already 
continue and at the newly established community centers in Kirikhan/Hatay, Islahiye and 
Nurdagi/Gaziantep, Elbistan/Kahramanmaraş and will continue for 6 months. Each community 
center will provide hot meals to 1,000 persons daily 

• Medical checks, treatment, and provision of basic medicine will be available in the community 
centers too by employing a doctor and a psychologist 

• Mobile health consultation (A team of a driver and a nurse ; to visit families living on the 
streets, to do health checks especially for children and elderly, to call an ambulance or organize 
the transport if deemed necessary); In each city in total four mobile health consultation teams 
will be in force 

• Distribution of 20,000 blankets in Hatay, Gaziantep, Kahramanmaraş, Sanliurfa, and Malatya 

• 20,000 Monthly food parcels distribution in Hatay, Kahramanmaraş, Gaziantep, and Sanliurfa 

• 20,000 Hygiene packages distribution in Hatay, Gaziantep, Şanlıurfa and Kahramanmaraş 

• 5,000 heaters to be distributed in all four provinces 

 

IBC Activities in development in Northwest Syria (NWS) 

Ad Dana, Sarmada, Atmeh together with Doctors without Borders (MSF) 

• Support to 1,100 families left homeless providing arrival kits of 5,500 blankets and 
mattresses and 1,100: arrival items (tarpaulins, floor mat, insulating mat, fire extinguisher, 
rope), hygiene long-lasting kits (towels, sewing kit, comb, nail clippers, mirror, plastic jug 
for bathing, bucket), hygiene kit consumables (washing powder, detergent, kitchen dish 
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cleaner, shampoo, hygienic pad, toothpaste, toothbrushes, soap, disposable razors, 
sponge), 6-person winter kits, kitchen kits 

• Run one mobile clinic team in 5 Reception centers in the area by 1-day visit for each center 
per week, offering primary health services, dressing, mental health, and referral 

• 5 OPD kit.; 15 trauma kits; 3 NCD kits 

• 3,000 Gibson splints “Casting” (Plaster of Paris) 

• Distribute 5,500 bread bags per day for 2 weeks for 1100 families 

• Distribute 1,100 food basic items (including Bulgur, Sugar, Rice, flour, oil, tea, Helva, jam) 

• Distribute tents for families doesn’t have a place to stay (for 1100 families) 
A’zaz 

• Starting distribution of food and blankets in A’zaz and medical response through IBC-
managed Public Health Units in A’zaz and Dabiq 

• Establish community center tent and run for 6 months initially providing daily food, 
hygiene materials, blankets and hot meals for 1,000 people will be distributed 

• 10,000 monthly food kits will be distributed 

• 10,000 monthly hygiene kits will be distributed 

• 10,000 blankets to be distributed 

• 1,000 Heaters to be distributed 
Al-Bab 

• Mobile clinic in Al-Bab with food for 1,000 families for a month then extended 6 months 

• Distribution of 10,000 blankets in total  
 

**IBC would like to thank its generous partners, donors, and their networks so far who have 
allowed us to respond urgently to this devastation that has shaken the region to its core**: 
Action Medeor, Bridge, Conrad N. Hilton Foundation, Corus International, Decathlon France, 

Give2Asia, GIZ, GlobalGiving, IDRF Canada, IMC, JDC, MSF, Muslim Charity, Solvay, Together Rising, 
UMCOR, WHH, World Jewish Relief 

 

   
                Sheltering in IBC Kilis Community Center            Food, blankets, basic needs in Sanliurfa Exhibition Center 

 
The earthquakes response is evolving. Medical and general evacuations continue to take place. 
Shelter/tents, thermal clothing, sleeping bags, heat, water, power supply, and baby care kits are still 
urgently needed. The damage done to roads and infrastructure has made many areas simply 
unlivable, this past week’s earthquakes have caused significant new damage to the villages and rural 
areas of Hatay. As personnel on the ground are tasked with recovering the deceased and evaluating 
structural damage, the relief efforts to meet the hundreds of thousands of displaced residents must 
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be scaled up immediately, especially for the most vulnerable women, children, elderly, persons with 
disabilities, and persons facing protection issues due to legal status in Türkiye. IBC will keep all 
partners and potential donors appraised of the current situation regularly. 
 

We ask our partners and international civil society members to help us in these tragic days so that 
together we may overcome the suffering of our people.  
---- 
 

IBC Earthquake Photos Updated Daily: https://bit.ly/3ZjSFx8  
Works Progress at Kirikhan/Hatay Container Home Camp Photos: https://bit.ly/3m12XUT  

 
Donate to help earthquake victims via IBC at GlobalGiving: http://goto.gg/58539 
 

In-Kind Donations 
Must be directed to AFAD or Turkish Red Crescent.  
 
Volunteer  
All independent individual and groups of volunteers should contact AFAD or UMKE, separate from 
IBC.  

For urgent information and to help, you can reach: 
 
Mr. Muzaffer Baca 
Vice President 
+90 532 2344229 
mbaca@ibc.org.tr 

Mr. Alper Mavi 
IBC Regional Coordinator 
+90 538 5159806 
alper.mavi@ibc.org.tr  

Amber Cakar 
Grants/Partners 
acakar@ibc.org.tr

 
To follow our work, visit our website: www.ibc.org.tr or follow us on...  
 

Twitter: @ibc_tr YouTube: IBC Uluslararası Mavi Hilal  Instagram: @ibctr 
 

 Facebook: IBC Uluslararası Mavi Hilal Vakfı    LinkedIn: International Blue Crecent (IBC) 
 

   
        Swinging outside a camp in Adiyaman                            Examining the destruction in Kahramanmaras 
 

https://bit.ly/3ZjSFx8
https://bit.ly/3m12XUT
https://u31235.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=-2BpCwuuUok4sXgCJw03oM-2FoWmn8aRxk0FjrA6R2mNlbeEkFh4GBmp0qDoNijyrSUjxgCJP55CZtnPGFqzVSKHImrDcLJff5WM78MBR9qH6c1hfYh-2B5e4shyNjNVc8MdBZWbC3y0-2FCndTM-2BqeE6jHDVDqwyU6e9Ea-2FwTmGMNBwlShzHqqMNTmSPyrlBpOUaumqzH7s8wsiuZh-2FmIKmQAb2XA-3D-3DBWSw_I34i3DWiZkNOfhO2xw00sPVf8EURo7lrK2qm7gu4mc2eiK3QWM8qOGSTQ44vrJjmLiXNmioXSWM35Q84ZkWZnjvPcuzIotiLTyo5VGUHUUZhpxxuPvWfuToJ7piLIJfWqF1xuJBhucgDZEq3k9XsXW9K34pSpOMYdxKwTYqIZzpmefFRelqBhe-2BTCZza2GGOMQmJ7PZGAp9hQSLUSl1TlnBs0EbsNynySNvKJo1OWJUob2lrdDlyXSK1DFl6ryz-2FmDVWKPDoUhr-2BGBNpsXQxKSHZl5Kp9cyLrMajydp87dA-3D
mailto:mbaca@ibc.org.tr
mailto:alper.mavi@ibc.org.tr
mailto:acakar@ibc.org.tr
http://www.ibc.org.tr/
https://twitter.com/IBC_TR
https://www.youtube.com/@ibculuslararasmavihilal6680
https://www.instagram.com/ibctr/
https://www.facebook.com/ibculuslararasimavihilalvakfi/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ibctr/
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Gaziantep 

 

 
Kahramanmaras 
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Gaziantep 

 
 

 
Hatay 
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